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With second-generation radioactive ion beam facilities coming online, one could
argue that a first phase of studies involving accelerated beams of short-lived
unstable, radioactive nuclei is coming to a close. What have we learnt, what is to
come, what are the future prospects of the field?

An attempt is made to give a perspective of the present status and the future
prospects, and to put these into context with the plans in the US, Japan, and Europe
for the major large-scale future radioactive beam, or rare-isotope, facilities now
under consideration.


